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This is a card game [for cards see following pages].  The purpose 
is to explore the different types of organisations involved in 
determining our lives, locally to globally.  It can be used to support 
a ‘most likely to’ matching exercise but very soon young people will 
realise the complexity of the web.  It can be developed to ask ‘who 
is accountable to whom?’.  It can be made simpler by taking three 
or four decisions and looking at them in detail.  

A number of possible approaches are 
suggested below.

Activities
 	Sorting activities
Before attempting the matching activity it may 
be useful to try out a number of sorting activities 
using each set of cards.  The aim of these 
activities would be to encourage students to think 
about the nature of the activity or organisation 
and to group it with others of a comparable 
nature.

For example, either set of cards could be grouped 
according to scale [eg local, national etc].  A 
grid, as shown opposite, could support a more 
sophisticated grouping activity.

Action cards could also be sorted by decision-
making process, eg will the action need a one-off 
decision or a regular review?  
A sliding scale for example, illustrating different 
types of process, could support a more in-depth 
discussion about decision-making processes.

 	Matching activity
Students to match action cards with a 'most likely 
to' decision-maker.  Some of the decision-maker 
cards will match to more than one action.  Some 
action cards will require several decision-makers 
to match with.

 	Ranking activities
Students could choose nine action cards that, 
for example, their local council or National 
Government could have some responsibility for.  
They could then rank these actions according to:

- 	 number of people affected 
by a decision [most at the 
top]

- 	 financial implications 
[high budget 
decisions at the top]

- 	 issue/urgency [issue 
that might be of 
highest concern at 
the top].

Who is managing our lives?
	 Governments	 Non-government	 Companies	 and councils	 organizations

Very local

Local

County

Regional

National

European

Global



To censor a 
film

To close a 
school

TO reduce 
world 

poverty

TO prevent 
floods on a 

river

TO supply 
water to 
houses

to fine a 
company for 

pollution

to allow tax-
free trade

to increase 
street 

lighting

more police 
on the 
streets

to 
investigate a 
cure for aids

to allow 
a new 

superstore

take care of 
hurricane 

victims

to reduce 
greenhouse 

gases

to send in 
peacekeeping 

troops
[eg border 
disputes]

to make child 
labour laws

the number 
of beds in a 

hospital

to close a 
local post 

office

monitor 
equal 

opportunities

to build a 
motorway

how often 
to collect 

dustbins

the routes of 
buses

to provide 
homes for 
refugees

to clean up 
a major oil 

spillage

to allow 
experimental 

GM food 
crops

provide low-
cost homes 
for young

to allow 
people 

to travel 
abroad

to give a 
grant for a 
new factory

to decide 
who pays for 
prescriptions



county 
council

European 
free trade 
association

regional 
development 
corporation

UK national 
government

the 
european 

union

environment 
agency

charities
[eg oxfam] city council

water 
companies

[eg Severn trent, 
south staffs 

water]

united 
nations 

international 
refugee fund

United 
nations 
security 
council

high street 
stores

[eg Marks & 
spencer, virgin, 

next, boots]

county 
council

parish 
council low pay unit world bank

inter-
government 
conference 

on 
environment

environmental 
movements
[eg greenpeace, 
friends of the 

earth]

oil companies
[eg shell, bp, 

exxon]

bus companies
[eg arriva, pmt]

National 
trust

district 
council

council of 
europe

trading 
standards 

office

health trusts
charities for 

health
[eg national 

cancer relief]

supermarkets
[eg safeway, tesco, 

asda, sainsbury]

housing 
association


