
TIDE~ global learning
Cities as a Lens to the WorldCase study in practice: Cape Town

A Productive City 
•	 How is the city helping to develop the local economy?

The city has an Economic and Human Development Department.

www.capetown.gov.za/en/business/Pages/default.aspx

•	 How does the city help with the essential costs of living (transport, 
housing, water, food, energy etc)?

An Inclusive City
•	 How is the city providing a safe and healthy environment for everyone?

City Health has a new vision for Cape Town 

www.capetown.gov.za/en/cityhealth/Pages/CityHealth.aspx

•	 How does the city respect diversity and build a sense of community?

A Well-Governed City
•	 How is the city managed (Mayor, council structure, 

community groups, participation etc)?

There is a City Manager, and various executives.

A Sustainable City
•	 How is the city meeting its energy needs?

Sometimes there is not enough electricity.

www.capetown.gov.za/en/Pages/Pre-emptiveLoad-shedding.aspx

•	 How sustainable are the transport choices in the city? 

•	 How is the city promoting sustainable waste management?

Cape Town is hosting the 2010 World Cup, and is trying to make it 
‘environmentally responsible’.

www.capetown.gov.za/en/Pages/2010FIFAWorldCupaimstoscoregreengoals2010.
aspx

The city has created new bye-laws – what is now illegal?

www.capetown.gov.za/en/solidwaste/Pages/PUBLICPARTICIPATIONINVITATION.aspx

www.capetown.gov.za/en/Management/Pages/default.aspx

•	 How are the needs and ideas of residents included in decision making?

Cape Town is reviewing its 2009/2010 city plan

www.capetown.gov.za/en/Pages/HaveyoursayinhowtheCityisrun.aspx

•	 How is the city planning for the future?

Cape Town is developing a Spatial Development Framework.

www.capetown.gov.za/en/sdf/Pages/default.aspx

How is Cape Town 
helping to build…

The Urban Renewal Programme is working across the city. 

www.capetown.gov.za/en/urbanrenewal/Pages/default.
aspx

•	 How does the city help people to enjoy the benefits of 
city life?

The city partnership runs a cultural events calendar – is it 
for everyone?

www.capetownpartnership.co.za/default.
aspx?pageid=36cec426-437f-443c-9c60-50a7fdfcdc19

There is a plan to develop the social, human and 
natural capital of residents.

www.capetown.gov.za/en/ehd/Pages/
Strategies,PoliciesandBy-Laws.aspx

•	 How does the city ensure the human rights of its 
residents?

A cultural programme promoting integration has 
been designed.

www.capetownpartnership.co.za/default.
aspx?pageid=de7b080f-db9d-4ae8-944e-
0034de998c5d
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