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How can we sustain our cities? 
The following quote comes from the Executive Summary of “A New Global Partnership” [UN, 2013]. This was written by the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons, as the world moves forward from the Millennium Development Goals.   

“For twenty years, the international community has aspired to integrate the social, economic, and environmental dimensions of sustainability. But no country has yet achieved this.”
Some possible further enquiry questions:

· What does it mean for our city to be sustainable?  What are its social and environmental impacts on the area around it, locally and beyond?  Students research the idea of global footprints, and what this reveals about our personal and collective impacts/  eg http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ 
· What are our own cities doing to meet the challenge of sustainable development [eg in response to the problem of climate change]?  Students write to their local councillors, and invite them (or relevant officers) to come into school to explain what is being done.

· What examples can we find, in our own cities, countries and beyond, of attempts to make cities into greener, more sustainable places [eg eco-cities like Dongtan in China, sustainable transport in Curitiba, the ‘green city’ of Freiburg, the Transition Towns movement]?  Students conduct web based research on ‘sustainable cities’ around the world, and create a shared blog where they post up good examples, and consider some of the difficulties such cities face.

How can we feed our cities? 
The following quote comes from the Executive Summary of “A New Global Partnership” [UN, 2013]. This was written by the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons, as the world moves forward from the Millennium Development Goals.   

“We can be the first generation in human history to end hunger and ensure that every person achieves a basic standard of wellbeing” 

Some possible enquiry questions and activities:

· With 50% of the world’s population living in cities, and increasing pressure on productive land, how can we make sure that everyone is properly fed?  Students interview local farmers and food companies about what they are doing, including the problems and opportunities they face. 

· What are our own cities doing to ensure that this need is met?  Students research local websites, including those of the local council and business groups.  What are people saying?  Students prepare presentations for their peers based on what they have found out.

· What are the debates about different means of achieving this end [eg local food production versus a globalised economy, biotech versus ‘green’ food technologies, arguments about ethical trading, tariffs, food miles …]?  Students work in groups, each looking at a different controversial issue around food production, and create posters that share some of the main arguments.

How can we transform our cities’ economies - for jobs and inclusive growth? 

The following quote comes from the Executive Summary of “A New Global Partnership” [UN, 2013]. This was written by the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons, as the world moves forward from the Millennium Development Goals.   

“We call for an quantum leap forward in economic opportunities and a profound economic transformation to end extreme poverty and improve livelihoods.”  

Some possible enquiry questions:

· What is happening in our cities in relation to economic development?  Who benefits from this?  Is anyone left behind?   In small groups, students analyse statistics and development plans from their own cities, and report back their findings to the class.

· What systems are used in our cities for analysing and responding to economic inequality and social exclusion?  How effective are they?  The class visits a sample of local NGOs and other bodies concerned with social exclusion.  What are they saying?  Back in school. They identify any common themes and areas where there is a marked difference of opinion.

· Can we find examples in our own cities of employers who strive to be socially responsible?  How far are they able to go with these ambitions?  Students look online, and write to local ‘ethical’ companies, or those with a corporate social responsibility or sustainability statement.  Based on what the students have learned, they work together in small groups to create plans for an imaginary company that could be both viable and responsible.

A project funded by the European Union

[image: image2..pict][image: image3.jpg]IlQE‘g’iobal learning







